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• Community resili-
ence is based on the 
development of a 
healthy arts ecosys-
tem. 

• A healthy arts eco-
system means a 
wide variety of op-
portunities to partic-
ipate in art and cul-
tural practices re-
flecting the rich di-
versity of Mattapan 
residents. 

• Participation in the 
arts brings value to 
those who live, 
work, and play in 
Mattapan. 

• Creative expression 
can be deeply conse-
quential (even life-
changing) to the 
health of who live, 
work, and play in 
Mattapan. 

Centering arts & culture in Mattapan

  Registration is now 
open to all artists and 
makers.  Register to-
day, and your entry 
fee for the Neponset 
River Artists Competi-
tion will be waived. 

 
   MCAD will be 
organizing a 

number of family fun 
activities open to the 
public to support the 
launch. Pop-up perfor-
mances, puppet– mak-
ing, mask-making, and 
more.   

by Marjorie Saintil-Belizaire 

   If you are an 
artist living in Mattapan 
or surrounding areas, you 
are invited to apply to 
participate n the 1st annu-

al Mattapan Open Studios .  
 

This year the Mattapan Arts Council is 
bringing Open Studios to the Matta-
hunt Community Center.  Artists, work-
ing in any medium, you can participate.  
Artists retain 100% of their sales from 
Mattapan Open Studios. 
 

This event offers a unique opportunity 
to gain further recognition as an artist, 
exhibit and sell your work.  
 

http://bit.ly/2wcecKQ


  Ifé Franklin's Indigo Pro-
ject provides historical, 
artistic, and cultural com-
ponents that speak to the 
lives of those that en-
dured plantation exist-
ence. The project involves 
many genres of art-
making, including the cre-
ation of life-sized struc-
tures resembling slave 
cabins that are produced 
with community involve-
ment using adire fabric 
dying techniques from the 
Yoruba culture of West 
Africa. 
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Indigo Project Slave Cabin  
Unveiling & Ring Shout  

September 10, 2017 | | 3:00-7:00 PM 
Franklin Park Valley Gates Parking Lot 

Circuit Drive & Glen Lane, Boston, MA 02121 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 10-15 @ Franklin Park 
Franklin Park Valley Gates Parking Lot 

Circuit Drive & Glen Lane, Boston, MA 02121 

 

     “This will be our 

demonstration project”—

to outfit this space for arts 

& cultural programming.  

To see, if we build it, will 

they come?”  

  —   G. Sierra Khan,   

Practice, Practice  2017  

    If U.S.  Census 
data is to be be-
lieved, Mattapan 
lost ___% of its pop-
ulation between 
2000 and 2010.   
This came as a sur-
prise to those of us 
who live here. 
   Bus trips home 
remained congest-
ed,  and lines at the 
Post Office re-
mained long.   
    In other words, 
nothing in our lived 
experience of the 
place confirmed 
what Census data 
reported. 
    Since then the 
nagging question 
has been, how did 
nearly 10,000 peo-

ple leave without 
anyone noticing?   
    Now we know 
there’s been a con-
certed effort to 
whittle away at Mat-
tapan’s territory, 
again.   
    This time, by sell-
ing Mattapan home-
owners  on the idea 
that life would be 
better if they were 
Hyde Park residents.  
Apparently many 
opted to leave Mat-
tapan (figuratively 
speaking)—diluting 
the power of their 
vote in the larger 
pool of mostly 
white voters who 
live in Hyde Park.  

And for what? 
Cheaper insurance 
rates?   
     It’s the kind of 
short-sightedness 
that continues to 
create openings 
for others to dis-
place us.   
     Mattapan’s art-
ists are paying 
attention to the 
public artworks 
and creative street 
designs that are 
not finding their 
way here.  We’ve 
noticed the recent 
influx of candy-
sucking panhan-
dlers.  None of it is 
by accident.   

The artist requests 
that participants 
wear all white, or as 
much white clothing 
as possible, and rec-
ommends you bring 
a lawn chair or blan-
ket to sit on and 
white flowers and/or 
a dessert to share. 
 
For more , go to  

Toussaint’s Claws, G. Sierra Khan 

Photo: Sadada Jackson  

http://www.ifearts.com/


     MCAD’s budding collabo-

ration with Boston Harbor 

Now is taking shape under 

the banner, “Upstream/

Downstream.”         

  On August 12th, Carolyn 

Lewenberg and Sierra Khan 

co-hosted an info session 

about art opportunities 

upstream—along the 

Neponset River, and down-

stream—on Boston Harbor 

Islands.    

   Afterwards the group 

trekked to harbor and took 

the ferry to Spectacle Island, 
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by Cassandra 
Cato-Louis 
 
  
    The Mattapan Library Art 
Committee (MLAC) has 
been quietly working to 
bring an external artwork 
to our branch library for 
over a decade now.   
     The Browne Fund has 
demonstrated its commit-
ment to the project.   So 
has the artist, who has cre-
ated several models which 
have been presented to 
Mattapan residents in sev-
eral community meetings. 
The community’s favorite 
was displayed in the Li-
brary along with a binder 

for community comments.    
     The MLAC invited BPL 
President David Leonard to 
extend his listening tour to 
the Mattapan Branch.  We 
needed to see if BPL re-
mained committed to an 
external artwork there.   
     On July 31st BPL Pres. 
Leonard convened a meet-
ing at his office that includ-
ed the artist, Stu Schechter 
the Mayor's Chief of Arts & 
Culture, Julie Burros, a rep 
from the BAC  and MLAC ‘s 
co-chairs.   
     Question is, why  has the 
City ignored its own guide-
lines for community-driven 
public art processes over 
the years?  And now that 

so the artists who attended 

could see what life would be 

like as an artist-in-residence 

there.   

        Ryan Edwards, the current 

artist-in-residence there, gave 

an artist talk in which he 

demonstrated some of the 

sounds he captured on the 

island and how he’s re-

sponding to them as an 

artist. 

   Our hope is that artists of 

color will respond: down-

stream, to Boston Harbor 

Now’s next RFP; and  up-

stream, where the 

Neponset River calls artists 

to see, hear, and listen.  

   In the meantime, please 

go to the islands before the 

season ends, including the 

sculptural exhibits on Ped-

docks Islands.   Inspiration 

awaits. 

Mayor Walsh’s Dept. of 
Arts & Culture has new 
guidelines, why should 
Mattapan have to start 
over?  (Of course, even if 
the MLAC were willing to 
do so, we have no basis 
for believing the City 
would follow them.) 
 
     The MLAC needs to 
hear from you.    
     Does it bother you 
that Mattapan is always 
last among Boston’s 
neighborhoods?  How 
many public art projects 
have advanced else-
where in the decade 
MLAC has waited pa-
tiently?  No mas! 
 

Mattapan Branch Library  

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

6 - 7:30pm   

Photo: Sierra Khan  

“A lot of 

people 

never use 

their 

initiative 

because no 

one told 

them to.” 

Banksy 

Wall and Piece 



7 Riverbank Place 

Mattapan, MA 02126-2212 

Phone:    857.333.3513 

Email:      move4ART@gmail.com 

 

Mattapan cultural 

arts development 

T RACK  U S  
ONLINE  

Making art happen in Mattapan 

 
artsmattapan.tumblr.com/ 

 
 

 
 

https://twitter.com/
artsmattapan  

 
 
 

 
move4art.blogspot.com/  

 

 
 https://

www.pinterest.com/
artsmattapan/  

 
 

https://
www.youtube.com/

channel/
UC2BSkXDZXVOc-

8k8_zUz9Mg 

 
 

An e-newsletter 
published monthly by 

In association with the 
Mattapan Arts Council 

and  
M.A.P. the Creative Economy 

Mattapan Cultural Arts Development (MCAD) is dedicated to making art happen in Matta-

pan, MA.  It was organized by African Repertory Troupe, Inc. in 2004 to explore the feasi-

bility of developing a cultural arts facility in Mattapan, and its first objective was to identify 

potential stakeholders in a LEED-certified, transit-oriented, mixed-use development here.  

MCAD is currently home to the Mattapan Arts Council as well as the Mattapan Alliance to 

Promote the Creative Economy (MAP the Creative Economy). 

    Support for local 

artists can come in 

many forms.   Of 

course, we hope 

you’ll buy a piece 

of art at Mattapan 

Open Studios this 

year.   (It makes a 

great Kwanzaa gift.)  

    As much as we appreciate your money, we value your time 

even more.  Pitch in, if you have a few hours to spare.  Plus it 

gives us a chance to get to know you. 

   We create, we make art happen, 

but when it’s ‘crunch time’ those of 

you who come through for us—with 

your time will always warrant special mention.   While many 

hands made our launch of the Neponset River Arts Festival a 

success, when all looked lost, it was Arthur Kitty and the 

Youth Workers who showed up to lend a hand.  It was com-

munity-supported art in action.  Much gratitude…. 

https://twitter.com/artsmattapan
artsmattapan.tumblr.com/
move4art.blogspot.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/artsmattapan/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2BSkXDZXVOc-8k8_zUz9Mg

