
Initially MCAD’s logo was thrown to-
gether in order to promote community 
arts initiatives; especially those 
directed at bringing arts to Mattapan 
parks in the summer. 
 
It’s time for an upgrade to one that 
reflects our expanded role promoting 
live arts, creative placemaking, and 
working to re-brand Mattapan as a 
cultural arts destination. 

Upgrading MCAD’s Logo 

Gentrification—a charged topic for 

many Mattapan residents of late, 

presents unique challenges that 

Mattapan Cultural Arts Develop-

ment (MCAD) will have to face. 

Mattapan residents have reason to 

be concerned:  Boston, one of the 

fastest gentrifying cities in the na-

tion” (Governing, Feb. 2015), is 

training its sights on Mattapan.  

So the Mattapan Arts Council (M.A.C.) is convening a strategy session 

to examine how we might overcome the idea that revitalization 

through the arts means (i.e., produces) displacement.  We need to 

demonstrate our commitment to maintaining Mattapan’s community 

fabric.   We need to engage our elected leaders and developers seek-

ing to build in Mattapan to promote our own ‘smart growth’ agenda.  

The Mattapan Alliance to Promote the Creative Economy is seeking technical as-
sistance to lay out a three-year strategic plan.  Join as we brainstorm about who 
might be a good fit to lead this initiative at this time.   
 
M.A.P. the Creative Economy will use this initiative to articulate its purpose and 
goals in more specific terms, replete with action steps and timeline focusing on  its 
aims and objectives.   Holla back if you want to play in this sandbox. 

 
It will be the first of-
ficial design challenge 
we sponsor, so any and 
all suggestions in terms 
of process would be ap-
preciated. 
 
Funding suggestions are 
welcome as well. 
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Mattapan Arts Council Powers Up 

Centering arts & culture in Mattapan 

April Action Agenda 

 By-laws & election 

 2016 Candidate Surveys 

 Organizational  develop-

ment 

 Retreat 

 Task Force(s) 

 Funding Operations 

 Capacity checks/balances 

Core Beliefs 

 Community resilience is 
predicated on the devel-
opment of a healthy arts 
ecosystem. 

 Participation in the arts 
offers value to the vast 
majority of human be-
ings. 

 Creative expression can 
be deeply consequential 
(even life-changing) to 
the health of individuals 
and the community fab-
ric.  

 A healthy arts ecosystem 
reflects a wide variety of 
opportunities to partici-
pate in art and cultural 
practices reflecting the 
rich diversity of Mat-
tapan’s constituents. 



Development continues to 

validate the wonder that 

comes with “organizing un-

cooperative characters.” 

     Re-branding Mattapan as 

a cultural arts district will no 

doubt be a ‘heavy lift,’ but 

together we can, and will, 

construct a healthy arts eco-

system here.  Do not hesi-

tate. We are here for you. 

     Although organizing art-

ists is often described as 

“herding cats,” this image 

always makes me smile—

reminding me that all things 

are possible; especially 

when highly creative indi-

viduals like artists cooperate 

to accomplish what is other-

wise impossible.   

     Mattapan Cultural Arts 

Overview  

Attleboro Arts Museum seeks submissions 

from artists for it’s upcoming national exhibi-

tion, “Patterns”—on display June 22 thru July 

22, 2016. 

Open to all mediums, sizes and concepts that 

relate to, or include, a pattern. Six prizes of 

$100 each will be awarded.. 

Artists of all ages are encouraged to apply. 

Schedule  

• Notification  of  juror’s  decision  will  be  
posted  on  www.attleboroartsmuseum.org by

  May 31st, 2016.    No  inquiries   please. 

 • EXHIBITION DATES: June  22nd – July  

22nd, 2016 

• OPENING AWARDS RECEPTION: 
Wednesday,  June 22nd 7-9pm. Free  and  

open  to the  public. 

Even though it is now generally accepted that  “the creative 

economy is a powerful engine of growth and community 

vitality” (NEFA), many act as if Mattapan is somehow an 

exception.  Mattapan Cultural Arts Development  suspects 

this is not the case, and hopes to test these assumptions.  

If “a thriving creative sector is one of our Commonwealth's 

most powerful economic development assets” (Mass.gov), 

we can see no reason why this wouldn’t apply in Mattapan 

as well. 

This is precisely why M.A.P. the Creative Economy pursues 

information about access to capital, industry connections, as 

well as opportunities to attract creatives and support the 

development of creative workspaces here.    

If you’re is interested in being a part of this initiative, let us 

know immediately.   

Patterns – A National Juried Exhibition 

Attleboro Arts Museum – Attleboro, MA  

Editor’s Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

“Art is the 

most intense 

mode of 

individualism 

the world has 

known.” 

 

— Oscar Wilde 
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Visit the Attleboro 
Arts Museum website 

for details.  

 

So “if you don’t know, 

now you know:”  

ArtDeadline.com 

CallForEntry.org 

PublicArtist.org 

massculturalcouncil.org 

EntryThingy.com 

CAllForEntry.org  

ArtCallForEntries.com 

DotCom It!   

Creative Economy IMHO 

http://attleboroartsmuseum.org/index.php/exhibitions-events-2/cals-for-artists/
http://attleboroartsmuseum.org/index.php/exhibitions-events-2/cals-for-artists/


Convention Update 

    Due to the ground laid by 

Allentza Michel, MCAD in col-

laboration with the Boston 

Society of Architects Fdn 

(BSA) and Powerful Pathways 

Consulting successfully facili-

tated “Art & Placemaking: A 

Community Workshop” last 

Saturday.     

      Despite nasty weather, ap-

proximately  30 people showed 

up to engage design ideas for 

Mattapan Open Streets/Open 

Studios to consider imple-

menting this year.    

     After defining concept of 

creative placemaking, and the 

role it could play in communi-

ties like Mattapan, small 

groups huddled over images of 

locations  ripe for creative 

placemaking here.    

     Next up? Mattapan Open 

Streets/Open Studios (MOS/

OS)  will begin a juried process  

to determine which design 

ideas to pursue along the 

following parameters: 

 creative and expressive 

twists on standard ob-

jects and/or uses of open 

space;  

 low-cost (i.e., budget-

minded); 

 low-tech  (i.e., not too 

complicated or difficult 

to install);  and 

 affording opportunities 

to build community.   

   Let us know if you’re inter-

ested in joining the review 

panel. 

    If you’re interested in attend-

ing, please contact us immedi-

ately for details. 

     Although “Early-Bird” regis-

tration closes this Friday,  we’ll 

continue seeking funds so as 

many of our members who are 

truly interested in attending, 

might be able to go.   

     Stay tuned, and in touch. 

     The Matttapan Arts Council  is 

still looking to fund mini-grants so 

we can attend Americans for the 

Arts’ 2016 Annual Convention in 

Boston this June. 

 Pre-conference events 

 Thirty conference sessions 

 Hundreds of speakers 

 Networking opportunities 

 

 Thinking strategically 

 Mobilizing locally 

 Building capacity 

“The eye, 

the ear, 

the mind 

in action, 

these I 

value.” 

— Heraclitus 
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April MCAD Matters 

 Grantseeking 

 Supporting partners 

 Network-weaving 

MOS/OS @ Design Week 

\ 

 

If you’re invested in 

 Making art happen 

in Mattapan 

 Making Mattapan 

attractive to the 

creative economy 

 Maintaining Mat-

tapan’s cultural 

fabric 

 Re-branding Mat-

tapan as a cultural 

arts distrit\c\\ 



7 Riverbank Place 

Mattapan, MA 02126-2212 

Phone:    857.333.3513 

Email:       move4ART@gmail.com 

Mattapan Cultural Arts Development (MCAD) is dedicated to making art happen in Mat-

tapan, MA.  It was organized by African Repertory Troupe, Inc. in 2004 to explore the fea-

sibility of developing a cultural arts facility in Mattapan; and its first objective was to iden-

tify potential stakeholders in a LEED-certified, transit-oriented, mixed-use development 

here.  

MCAD hosted its first community meeting in April, 2005 at the Mildred Ave. Community 

Center, and began cultivating a network of artists and arts organizations invested in mak-

ing Mattapan a cultural arts destination.  Since 2004, then, MCAD has been building a 

coalition of artists and arts organizations invested in making Mattapan a cultural arts des-

tination. It is currently home to the Mattapan Arts Council  as well as the Mattapan Alli-

ance to Promote the Creative Economy (MAP the Creative Economy). 

     MCAD is committed to the following GOALS: 

   #1: creating and supporting sustainable community-based organizations dedicated to 

rebranding Mattapan as a cultural arts destination. 

   #2: creating the conditions that would induce creative industries to establish operations 

in Mattapan. 

   #3: providing space for live arts and creative expression to happen in Mattapan. 

   #4: bringing information and resources to enhance the growth and visibility of Mattapan

mattapan cultural arts 

development 

We’re always in need of  volunteers 

to assist, especially with event plan-

ning and coordination.  We need 

your passion, your ideas, and your 

energy to make art happen in Mat-

tapan. 

More volunteers will mean the 

launch of Mattapan Open Studios, 

more and better festivals, and other 

kinds of open streets and open-air  

community events. 

Interested?  Call 857.333.3513 or 

email move4art@gmail.com today. 

T RACK  U S  
ONLINE  

Making art happen in Mattapan 

 

 www.facebook.com/
Mattapan-Cultural-Arts-

Development-
1700235460220061/ 

 
 

https://twitter.com/
artsmattapan  

 
 

artsmattapan.tumblr.com/ 

 
 

move4art.blogspot.com/  
 

 
 https://

www.pinterest.com/
artsmattapan/  

 
 

https://
www.youtube.com/

channel/
UC2BSkXDZXVOc-

8k8_zUz9Mg 


