
    The 

Mattapan Arts Council 

(M.A.C.) launched its 

Windows Art Project 

last Friday, May 27th 

at the Carter VFW 

Post in Mattapan.  

Mayor Walsh’s Chief 

of Arts & Culture, 

Julie Burros  attend-

ed to lend her sup-

port to the project. 

She said,    “...what 

you’re trying to do 

here—so brassy and 

resourceful, and  eve-

rybody working to-

gether; ...these are 

seeds that are going to 

grow into mighty 

trees.” 

     M.A.C.-affiliated 
artists were able to 
showcase art at the 
launch event, or put 
artwork on exhibit in 
store windows 
throughout Mattapan 
Square.   
 

Paintings by Marjorie 

Santil-Belizaire were 

showcased as well as 

four paintings by the 

late James Guilford. 

The Mattapan Alliance to Promote the Creative Economy is seeking technical assis-
tance to lay out a three-year strategic plan.  Join as we brainstorm about who might be a 
good fit to lead this initiative at this time.   
 
M.A.P. the Creative Economy will use this initiative to articulate its purpose and goals 
in more specific terms, replete with action steps and timeline focusing on  its aims and 
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M.A.C. seeds Windows Art ProjectM.A.C. seeds Windows Art ProjectM.A.C. seeds Windows Art Project   

Centering arts & culture in Mattapan 

Mattapan Cultural Arts Development 
(MCAD) has issued its first official 
RFP!  It’s time for an upgrade—one 
that reflects our expanded role pro-
moting live arts, creative placemak-
ing, and working to re-brand Mattapan 
as a cultural arts destination. 
 
The RFP and design guidelines are 
posted on our Tumblr page: 

artsmattapan.tumblr.com/   

Upgrading MCAD’s LogoUpgrading MCAD’s Logo  

“…  So I look forward to 

being a partner in all your 

efforts.”  

— Julie Burros 
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Soon ComeSoon Come  

 Americans for the Arts   

17-19 June 2016 

 Creative Placemaking     

21-23 June 2016 

 MCAD retreat              

1 July 2016 

Core BeliefsCore BeliefsCore Beliefs   

 Community resilience is 
predicated on the develop-
ment of a healthy arts 
ecosystem. 

 Participation in the arts 
offers value to the vast 
majority of human beings. 

 Creative expression can be 
deeply consequential 
(even life-changing) to the 
health of individuals and 
the community fabric.  

 A healthy arts ecosystem 
reflects a wide variety of 
opportunities to partici-
pate in art and cultural 
practices reflecting the rich 
diversity of Mattapan’s 
constituents. 

     State Rep. Dan Cullinane 

(12th Suffolk) generously 

served as our honorary chair 

for the launch of M.A.C.’s 

Windows Art Project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Still pumped from our 

Toussaint-themed pop-up 

art gallery the week before, 

Rep. Cullinane said, “I’m so 

pleased to have been a part 

of Haitian Heritage Month 

again this year.  And I’m 

delighted that the Mattapan 

Branch Post Office has so 

fully embraced M.A.C’s 

launch of its first annual 

Windows Art Project.” 

The U.S. Post Office in 

Mattapan Square is 

exhibiting the steel pan 

art of Jeffrey Bernard—

anchoring M.A.C.’s 

Windows Art Project 

through most of the 

summer.  It’s just a 

teaser. 

There’s more on display 

@ Carolyn’s Hair Salon,  

1545 Blue Hill Ave; but 

only for the month of 

June—when wedding 

bells chime.  Big thanks 

to MCAD for facilitating 

these connections on 

M.A.C’s behalf. 

Rep. Cullinane recog-

nized MCAD for creat-

ing partnerships be-

tween our traditional 

mom-and-pop busi-

nesses and local art-

ists to encourage 

mutually beneficial 

economic opportuni-

ties across our main 

streets districts. 

Thanks to Rep. Culli-

nane, the Mattapan 

Arts Council is scaling 

up to do similar pro-

jects across Mattapan 

and along the Fair-

mount Cultural Corri-

dor. 

In the interim, the 

Mattapan Arts Coun-

cil will continue to rely 

on MCAD for organi-

zational support and 

creative energy.  



Mattapan Arts Council full-

throttle. 

       As a direct result, May 

2016 was a flurry of activity: 

we staged a pop-up perfor-

mance and art gallery to 

celebrate L’Ouverture’s 

birthday and honor Haitian 

Heritage Month.  

     Our parent organization, 

African Repertory Troupe 

was pressed in service to 

the cause; which called in 

favors to parade his like-

ness through Mattapan 

Square on May 20th. 

     And the people loved it!  

Families, elders, commuters, 

even business owners were 

chasing ‘Toussaint L’Ouver-

ture’ and his entourage—

taking selfies, photo-

bombing and  otherwise 

enjoying themselves. 

     It was a cold February 

day when Dan Cullinane’s 

aide, Leon David and I made 

our way to Somerville Arts 

Council to meet its execu-

tive director, Greg Jenkins.   
 

     I’d been nudging Dan’s 

office about our budding 

network of artists 

and arts organiza-

tions invested in 

making art happen 

in Mattapan.  
 

     MCAD’s interest 

in creating live/

work art spaces in 

Mattapan cried out for 

technical assistance, so 

Leon suggested a meeting 

with Greg Jenkins might 

fast-track us.   
 

     Indeed, the Mattapan 

Arts Council was revived 

the instant Greg said, “so 

what if you don’t have mon-

ey?  It doesn’t have to take 

a lot; just start small, do it 

well, and grow from there.” 
 

     Hearing those words 

encouraged me to lead the 

charge to power-up the 

The Mattapan Arts 

Council deeply appreci-

ates the support it re-

ceived from State Rep. 

Daniel Cullinane, whose 

staff worked tirelessly 

to make our launch of 

Windows Art in Matta-

pan a success.   

The Mattapan Arts 

Council also extends a 

rousing “thank you” to 

State Senator Linda 

Dorcena Forry, State 

Rep. Russell E. Holmes, 

and City Councilor Tim-

othy McCarthy for co-

hosting our launch 

event (among us, ‘in 

spirit only’ counts too). 

M.A.C. also thanks the 

Carter VFW Post for 

sheltering us on a mo-

ment’s notice (and on 

Memorial Day week-

end, no less); and Mat-

tapan’s American Food 

Basket (at the cross-

roads of Cummings 

Hwy & River St.) for 

keeping us hydrated.  

“...at every 

instance the 

practical 

question is an 

artistic one.” 

 

— Peter Brook 
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     MCAD extends its deep 

appreciation to the Guilford 

family for allowing M.A.C. to 

showcase James Guilford’s 

artwork at the Mattapan Art 

Council’s launch of Windows 

Art.  

     Mr. Guilford loved Boston; 

as his paintings of Franklin 

Park  attest.  He was a veteran 

of the US armed forces and we 

hope we honored his memory 

this Memorial Day weekend.  

IN MEMORIAM 

 M.A.C. Thanks YouM.A.C. Thanks YouM.A.C. Thanks You 

Creative Director’s CornerCreative Director’s CornerCreative Director’s Corner   
     Afterwards it was on to 

launch Windows Art.  And 

the fact that Julie Burros, 

Mayor Walsh’s Chief of 

Arts & Culture was there 

to witness it?  Let’s just 

say, it was ‘icing on the 

cake.’ 

      It was exhaust-

ing; and yet we 

can’t wait to 

do it all over 

again (just bigger and 

better).  So, if you’re 

interested, planning 

starts next month.  

     On behalf 

of the Matta-

pan Arts 

Council, 

MCAD gave 

Julie Burros the Jeffrey 

Bernard steel drum art-

work Rep. Cullinane’s 

seen holding here.   

    Since MCAD’s 

focused on promot-

ing the work of 

local artists, we are 

planning an artist 

talk featuring 

Jeffrey Bernard at 

the  Mattapan Post 

Office—where his 

work is now Win-

dows Art.   

     At the after-

party, we’ll host an 

art auction—the 

proceeds of which 

will go to the artist, 

and to fund a video 

short about him 

and his artistic pro-

cess. 

     As always, track 

us online for up-

dates and details.  

   Sierra Khan 



     MCAD continues to re-

purpose The Yard @ 7 

Riverbank into an interactive, 

experimental art space for the 

spring & summer months. 

     Two events are al-

ready in play for the 

month of June:  a Sum-

mer Solstice party; fol-

lowed by the installation 

of panels from IfeArt’s 

Indigo Project. 

     By July, we expect the 

rest of The Yard’s calendar to 

be filled. Since  use of the 

space is one of the benefits of 

MCAD membership, we want 

to accommodate requests 

from MCAD-affiliated artists 

and arts organizations.  So 

book early (on time), and soon. 

     MCAD is approaching refur-

bishing The Yard as an exercise 

in creative placemaking.   Ac-

cordingly, we’ve invited the 

Mattapan Arts Council 

(M.A.C.)  to organize a se-

ries of design challenges 

along the following parame-

ters: 

 creative and expressive 

twist on uses for our 

open-air art space;  

 low-cost (i.e., budget-

minded); 

 low-tech  (i.e., not too 

complicated or difficult 

to install);  and 

 affording opportunities 

to build our community 

fabric.        

 Network-weaving 

 Grant seeking 

 Promoting Summer 

“The lack 

of the 

means to 

distribute 

[one’s art] 

is another 

form of 

censorship.” 

— Nadine 

Gordimer 

Page 3 Volume 3, Issue 1 
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Programming MCAD’S OpenProgramming MCAD’S OpenProgramming MCAD’S Open---Air ArtSpaceAir ArtSpaceAir ArtSpace   

 Marking FY 17 calendar 

 Assessing partnerships 

 In-gathering 

 Convention Update Convention Update Convention Update  

     The Mattapan Arts Council  was 

not able to fund mini-grants so we 

could attend Americans for the Arts’ 

2016 Annual Convention en masse. 

    G. Sierra Khan will be attending on 

behalf of Mattapan Cultural Arts De-

velopment, however; thanks to a 

small grant from the Boston Cultural 

Council.  Sierra plans to live tweet 

and post daily summaries instead, so 

track @ArtsMattapan on Twitter and 

Tumblr for updates. 

MCAD applied to 
“Host a Piano” this 
year.    
 
If we’re awarded a 
street piano, ART, Inc. 
has agreed  to take 
the lead—being its 
“piano buddy” and 
creative place maker 
as well. 
 
If you have specific 
ideas,  Cato is ‘all 
ears.’  



7 Riverbank Place 

Mattapan, MA 02126-2212 

Phone:    857.333.3513 

Email:       move4ART@gmail.com 

Mattapan Cultural Arts Development (MCAD) is dedicated to making art happen in Matta-

pan, MA.  It was organized by African Repertory Troupe, Inc. in 2004 to explore the feasi-

bility of developing a cultural arts facility in Mattapan; and its first objective was to identify 

potential stakeholders in a LEED-certified, transit-oriented, mixed-use development here.  

MCAD hosted its first community meeting in April, 2005 at the Mildred Ave. Community 

Center, and began cultivating a network of artists and arts organizations invested in mak-

ing Mattapan a cultural arts destination.  Since 2004, then, MCAD has been building a 

coalition of artists and arts organizations invested in making Mattapan a cultural arts des-

tination. It is currently home to the Mattapan Arts Council  as well as the Mattapan Alli-

ance to Promote the Creative Economy (MAP the Creative Economy). 

     MCAD is committed to the following GOALS: 

   #1: creating and supporting sustainable community-based organizations dedicated to 

rebranding Mattapan as a cultural arts destination. 

   #2: creating the conditions that would induce creative industries to establish operations 

in Mattapan. 

   #3: providing space for live arts and creative expression to happen in Mattapan. 

   #4: bringing information and resources to enhance the growth and visibility of Mattapan

-based artists and arts organizations.  

mattapan cultural arts 

development 

We’re always in need of  volunteers 

to assist, especially with event plan-

ning and coordination.  This June we 

need production assistants to facili-

tate MCAD’s OpenAir Art Space. 

More volunteers will assure the 

launch of Mattapan Open Studios, 

more and better festivals, and other 

kinds of open streets and open-air  

community events. 

Interested?  Call 857.333.3513 or 

email move4art@gmail.com today. 

T RACK  U S  
ONLINE  

Making art happen in Mattapan 

 

 www.facebook.com/
Mattapan-Cultural-Arts-

Development-
1700235460220061/ 

 
 

https://twitter.com/
artsmattapan  

 
 

artsmattapan.tumblr.com/ 

 
 

move4art.blogspot.com/  
 

 
 https://

www.pinterest.com/
artsmattapan/  

 
 

https://
www.youtube.com/

channel/
UC2BSkXDZXVOc-

8k8_zUz9Mg 

www.facebook.com/Mattapan-Cultural-Arts-Development-1700235460220061/
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