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Centering arts & culture in Mattapan 
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Core Beliefs 

 Community resil-
ience is predicated 
on the development 
of a healthy arts 
ecosystem. 

 Participation in the 
arts offers value to 
the vast majority of 
human beings. 

 Creative expression 
can be deeply con-
sequential (even life
-changing) to the 
health of individuals 
and the community 
fabric.  

 A healthy arts eco-
system reflects a 
wide variety of op-
portunities to par-
ticipate in art and 
cultural practices 
reflecting the rich 
diversity of Mat-
tapan’s constitu-
ents. 

MCAD Advances as Art-

Place America Finalist 

          Mattapan Cultural Arts 

Development (MCAD) 

teamed up with LISC Boston 

to apply for an ArtPlace 

America’s Creative Place-

making grant this year. 

Our proposal, “Re-branding 

Mattapan,” is one of 80 final-

ists selected from a pool of 

1361 applications nation-

wide.  

MCAD’s creative director, 

Sierra Khan said, “2016 has 

already proven to be a ban-

ner year for us, and being 

selected as a finalist for Art-

Place America’s National 

Creative Placemaking Fund 

validates our efforts and the 

shared work ahead.”      

     ArtPlace America’s Na-

tional Creative Placemak-

ing Fund is a highly com-

petitive program that in-

vests in communities so 

artists and other creatives 

can facilitate community 

processes related to com-

munity development pro-

jects.  

     By joining forces with 

LISC Boston as lead partner, 

MCAD can focus on develop-

ing a  sustainable network of 

creatives who can bring com-

munity voices to light in 

meaningful ways. 

Our community partners in 

this endeavor include Power-

ful Pathways (urban design), 

African Repertory Troupe 

(performing arts), Greater 

Nazarene CBC (spoken word/poetry ), K 

Fine Arts Studios (studio arts),  musi-

Connects (music education) Mattapan 

United/ABCD and Lena Park CDC.   

     As a Mattapan United “champion,” 

MCAD’s core values--connecting art and 

wellness—resonate with those at the 

heart of LISC Boston’s Resilient Families, 

Resilient Communities initiative. So we 

expect the synergy to continue.  

LISC/Mattapan Project Selected as  
ArtPlace America Finalist  

 

by Leah Bloom 
      LISC Boston 
ArtPlace America has named our proposal -- to catalyze an artistic renaissance in 
Mattapan -- a finalist for its 2016 National Creative Placemaking Fund award, 
a highly competitive national program that invests money in communities where 
artists and art organizations help drive community development projects that ad-
dressing local challenges or opportunities. Our project is a collaborative effort fa-
cilitated by Mattapan Cultural Arts Development (MCAD), and was chosen 
from nearly 1,400 applicants from around the country. ArtPlace will announce the 
final projects in which it will invest a total of $10.5 million in December, 2016.  
 

Republished from LISC Boston’s July 2016 Newsletter 

ArtPlace America Eyes Mattapan 

musiConnects’  Public Quartet  performs 



Chair affirm the arts in this 

way edged out all others for 

me.    

      Why?  Because Mattapan 

Cultural Arts Development 

(MCAD) is grounded in the 

belief that our community 

fabric is, in fact, “a delicate 

weave” strengthened and 

sustained through artistic and 

cultural exchange.  

 Indeed, I left with an even 

clearer definition of MCAD.  

We are a network of artists 

and arts organizations in-

vested in making art happen 

in Mattapan.  Meaning?  We 

are, a “community-based arts 

enabling organization.”   

By recognizing, and market-

ing, our neighborhood’s cul-

tural assets, MCAD will cata-

lyze economic development in 

two distinct ways.   

As we move to make Mat-

tapan a cultural arts destina-

tion, we will draw visitors 

(and their dollars) to Mat-

tapan, and ultimately attract a 

broader array of businesses 

     Even though our plan to storm 

this year’s annual convention fell 

flat, at least two of our network 

partners were able to attend  

thanks to the Boston Cultural  

Council and LISC Boston.            

     There were so many memorable 

takeaways from attending this 

year’s Annual Convention that it’s 

difficult to choose one.  Hearing the 

National Endowment for the Arts 

African Repertory Troupe, Inc.

—the Other ART—will soon 

post audition notices  for open 

calls to round out next year’s 

ensemble cast. 

The Other ART is planning to 

reprise, and tour, Lynda Pat-

ton’s Tributes; in addition to re

-tooling Operation Stage It—

pop-up performances riffing 

on current events . 

So get ready: prepare your 

monologue, warm up your 

instrument, refresh your 

headshot/resume, and come 

when the Other ART is-

sues the call. 

MCAD has challenged our 

Board to replace rhetoric 

with action.  So we’re 

looking to so something 

radical in our industry: 

we’ll pay actors on a 

monthly, as opposed to 

project basis.  This means, 

if you become a company 

member, you’ll get a pay-

check every month for the 

season. 

Track us via @Move4ART. 
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“To capture the essence of a community—its 

spirit, its energy, its vitality—look at the arts."  

— Jane Chu 

#AFTACON  

 Griot’s Call 

Creative Director’s Corner 
that will enhance the quality 

of life here.   

Second, by insisting on, and 

establishing channels for 

resident participation in the 

design and development of 

our built environment, MCAD 

ensure the cultural identity 

of Mattapan is sustained; 

come what may. 

    Gentrification without dis-

placement is not just  a 

trendy catch phrase for us.  

As artists, we are always 

already invested—always 

finding pathways through 

dense forest; already com-

mitted to making our “world 

a more human dwelling 

place.”  This is ‘the price of 

the ticket’ for us, as artists.  

So let’s embrace the shared 

work ahead.   

   Sierra Khan 

 

Note: see James Baldwin, 

The Price of the Ticket:  Col-

lected Nonfiction (St. Martin’s 

Press,  1985). 

The world is before you 

and you need not take it 

or leave it as it was 

when you came in.  

 

  — James A. Baldwin 

http://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-data/research-studies-publications/new-community-visions-initiative
http://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-data/research-studies-publications/new-community-visions-initiative
https://twitter.com/hashtag/AFTACON?src=hash


by Marjorie Saintil-Belizaire  

     A lifetime of working with 

steel drums creates a 

unique palette for 

Jeffrey Bernard’s artis-

tic talents and de-

signs.  

Whether it’s abstract, 

realistic or fantasy 

imagery, Jeffrey cre-

ates works of art utilizing the 

colors and characteristics of 

steel that evoke awe and won-

der.  

His unique style blends Folk 

Art with cultural Haitian tradi-

tions.  He sculpts his pieces out 

of metals using an artistic 

touch of chiseling, hammering 

and shaping. 

Jeffrey Bernard was 

born and raised in 

Croix-des-Bouquets, 

(northeast of Haiti's 

capital city of Port-au-

Prince) to a family of 

metal sculptors.  

His older brother 

taught and encouraged Jeffrey 

to learn metal working at the 

young age of 8.   

He apprenticed with his older 

brother until he was proficient 

enough in metalwork and 

craftsmanship to market and 

sell his own metal artwork.  

“A dream 

you dream 

alone is 

only a 

dream. 

A dream 

you dream 

together is 

reality. “ 

— Banksy 
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From London to Lima and now, Mattapan 

Street Pianos signaling “Play me, I’m Yours” might have been installed 
from London to Lima, but never in Mattapan; until this year, that is. 
 
 Mattapan Cultural Arts Development is teed up to host one in the 
Square.  K Fine Arts Studios’ Marjorie Saintil-Belizaire is already painting 
one—the one we hope finds its way to Mattapan Square this September. 

Track us @ArtsMattapan on FB and Twitter for updates. 

When Folk Art is (re)Fine(d) 

Originally published @ Move4ART  12 JULY 2016 

Jeffrey Bernard’s 

Steel Drum Art 
 

On Exhibit Now @ 

Mattapan Post Office 
1602 Blue Hill Avenue 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croix-des-BouquetsC:/Users/Sierra/Documents/7%20Riverbank
C:/Users/Sierra/Dochttp:/move4art.blogspot.com/2016/07/when-folk-art-is-refined.html?spref=twuments/7 Riverbank


7 Riverbank Place 

Mattapan, MA 02126-2212 

Phone:    857.333.3513 

Email:      move4ART@gmail.com 

Mattapan Cultural Arts Development (MCAD) is dedicated to making art happen in Mat-

tapan, MA.  It was organized by African Repertory Troupe, Inc. in 2004 to explore the fea-

sibility of developing a cultural arts facility in Mattapan; and its first objective was to iden-

tify potential stakeholders in a LEED-certified, transit-oriented, mixed-use development 

here.  

MCAD hosted its first community meeting in April, 2005 at the Mildred Ave. Community 

Center, and began cultivating a network of artists and arts organizations invested in mak-

ing Mattapan a cultural arts destination.  Since 2004, then, MCAD has been building a 

coalition of artists and arts organizations invested in making Mattapan a cultural arts des-

tination. It is currently home to the Mattapan Arts Council  as well as the Mattapan Alli-

ance to Promote the Creative Economy (MAP the Creative Economy). 

     MCAD is committed to the following GOALS: 

   #1: creating and supporting sustainable community-based organizations dedicated to 

rebranding Mattapan as a cultural arts destination. 

   #2: creating the conditions that would induce creative industries to establish operations 

in Mattapan. 

   #3: providing space for live arts and creative expression to happen in Mattapan. 

   #4: bringing information and resources to enhance the growth and visibility of Mattapan

mattapan cultural 

arts development 

We’re always in need of  volunteers 

to assist, especially with event plan-

ning and coordination.  This month 

we need production assistants to 

facilitate MCAD’s OpenAir Art 

Space. 

More volunteers will assure the 

launch of Mattapan Open Studios, 

more and better festivals, and other 

kinds of open streets and open-air  

community events. 

Interested?  Call 857.333.3513 or 

email artsmattapan@gmail.com. 

T RACK  U S  
ONLINE  

Making art happen in Mattapan 

 

 www.facebook.com/
Mattapan-Cultural-Arts-

Development-
1700235460220061/ 

 
 

https://twitter.com/
artsmattapan  

 
 

artsmattapan.tumblr.com/ 

 
 

move4art.blogspot.com/  
 

 

 https://www.pinterest.com/
artsmattapan/  

 
 

https://
www.youtube.com/

An e-newsletter 
published monthly by 

In association with the 
Mattapan Arts Council 

and  
M.A.P. the Creative Economy 

www.facebook.com/Mattapan-Cultural-Arts-Development-1700235460220061/
https://twitter.com/artsmattapan
artsmattapan.tumblr.com/
move4art.blogspot.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/artsmattapan/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2BSkXDZXVOc-8k8_zUz9Mg

