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Centering arts & culture in Mattapan

Core Values 

 Community resili-
ence is predicated 
on the development 
of a healthy arts 
ecosystem. 

 Participation in the 
arts offers value to 
the vast majority of 
human beings. 

 Creative expression 
can be deeply con-
sequential (even life
-changing) to the 
health of individuals 
and the community 
fabric.  

 A healthy arts eco-
system reflects a 
wide variety of op-
portunities to partic-
ipate in art and cul-
tural practices re-
flecting the rich di-
versity of Mattapan 
residents. 

Context Matters 

      Street Pianos signaling “Play me, 

I’m Yours” have been installed from 

London to Lima, but never in Matta-

pan; until this year, that is.  

Mattapan Cultural Arts Develop-

ment (MCAD) will be hosting its 

street piano at the corner of River 

St. and Blue Hill Avenue (across 

from the T Station) between Sep-

tember 23rd and October 10th, 

2016. 

It’s all the more exciting because 

the street piano assigned to our 

care is the one K. Fine Arts Studios’ 

Marjorie Saintil-Belizaire spent 

the summer painting. 

Marjorie said, “I’m so happy the 

piano I painted will be coming 

here, because every stroke of 

paint on it was about Mattapan for 

me.” 

MCAD’s creative director, Sierra 

Khan said, “We’re calling on all of 

our friends, neighbors, supporters 

and community partners to come 

and see this beautiful work of art . 

After all, it’s yours, for the play-

ing.”  

     The Mattapan Arts Council 

(M.A.C.) has initiated 

#StreetPianoMattapan to post, 

capture and track how the Street 

Pianos Boston Festival  plays in 

Mattapan.  So share, if you dare. 

 #WhyNotMattapan?  

The  question prompting Street 

Pianos Boston to place a street 

piano in Mattapan Square is 

raised again and again by 

MCAD’s community partners: 

African Repertory Troupe 

Greater Nazarene CBC                  

K Fine Arts Studios                   

musiConnects                             

Mattapan United                     

Powerful Pathways. 



that preserves the fabric of a com-

munity,” is Mattapan an exception, 

somehow,  to this rule? 

Over the next few months MCAD 

will  prod the Mattapan Arts Council 

(M.A.C.) and the Mattapan Alliance 

to Promote the Creative Economy 

(M.A.P, the Creative Economy) to 

articulate responses to one central 

question. 

      What role will their networks 

               It always bears repeating, 

“gentrification without displace-

ment” is not a catch phrase for art-

ists who live in Matta-

pan.   

Since the vast majority of 

us create art where we 

live,  the threat of gentri-

fication is doubly real.   

Now that MCAD and the 

Mattapan Arts Council 

have joined forces to 

combat threats to the 

cultural identity of Mat-

tapan, the question becomes how do 

we get our neighbors to see local 

artists and arts organizations as allies 

in the fight. 

Deeper dives into  our conference 

notes from this year’s Americans for 

the Arts convention yield some 

things for us to consider.   If arts and 

culture sustain “the delicate weave 

     Enter the word “Mattapan” 

into a simple Google™ search 

and you’ll see why MCAD will 

host a series of hackathons.   

     Why?  Because even the word 

“Mattapan” is understood to 

mean radically different things.  

Is it “a good place to sit,” as the 

Mattahunt  described it?  Or is 

“evil spread about the place,” as 

Boston‘s master narrative would 

have us believe? 

     What’s at stake?   These diver-

gent understandings of Mattapan 

inform the policies, programs, 

and patterns that undercut the 

direct interests of Mattapan resi-

dents. 

hack·a·thon |  #InNotOfMattapan 

will challenge frames that tend to 

reinforce the view of Mattapan as 

“evil spread about the place.”  The 

people of Mattapan know better.  

Outsiders, even if occasionally 

finding themselves in Mattapan, 

tend to see it as a police beat.   

So the search is on because, as Ms. 

Ngozi Adichie puts it, “many sto-

ries matter”—especially those that  

can be used to empower, to hu-

manize, and “to repair the broken 

places.”  All to privilege stories 

that affirm Mattapan as “a good 

place to sit.” 

We invite artists and non-artists 

alike to participate. 

“...there is 

n e v e r  a 

s i n g l e 

s t o r y 

about any 

place....’” 

 

- Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie  
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hack·a·thon | #InNotOfMattapan 

play towards building a 

healthy, vibrant, and equita-

ble arts ecosystem—one that 

is fully integrated 

into  other sec-

tors key to com-

munity resilience.  

Our previous 

‘division of labor’ 

no longer applies.  

New models are 

required.   

Please join us 

from 10 a.m. to 3 

p.m. on Saturday, October 

15th (location TBA) when 

MCAD’s next scheduled re-

treat will formulate an action 

plan.    

   Sierra Khan 

Where you stand 

depends on  

where you sit. 

 

  — Miles Law 

Americans for the Arts 

Thursday, 20 October 2016 @ 6 p.m. 

Location to be announced. 



It was September 2009 when 

the City of Boston announced 

a “New Exterior Artwork” for 

the Mattapan Branch Library 

(Mayor’s Office of Arts, Tour-

ism and Special Events, Press 

Release, Sept. 23, 2009). 

By then, the Mattapan Library 

Art Committee (MLAC) had 

already spent four years work-

ing closely with the building’s 

architects to ensure their de-

sign would incorporate pal-

ettes for the public artworks to 

follow.   

Once the building opened to 

the public, the MLAC began a 

competitive process to find 

“Nationally Renowned Artist 

Stu Schechter” to create the 

sculpture for the new branch 

library (Mayor’s Office, 

9.23.2009). 

And now—almost seven years 

later to the day, the Boston 

Arts Commission (BAC) has yet 

to advance the Mattapan Li-

brary’s “new exterior artwork.”  

So MLAC members will be 

making the rounds to commu-

nity meetings to update resi-

dents, expand its membership, 

and to solicit letters of support 

from our elected and commu-

nity-based organizations.   

     MLAC meetings are open to 

the public as well, so join us at 

6 p.m. every 3rd Tuesday @ 

the Mattapan Branch Library. 

“I dream 

my 

painting, 

and then 

I paint 

my 

dream. “ 

 - van Gogh 
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From London to Lima and now, Mattapan 

We’re making it ‘a thing.’ 
Tuesday, 20 Sept 2016 @ 6 p.m. 

River St & Blue Hill Ave. 

#StreetPianoMattapan 

Track us @ArtsMattapan on FB and Twitter for updates. 

Mattapan Writers’ Circle 

 

 

In-gathering 
 

 
 

Monday, 17 October 2016 
6 — 8 p.m. 

Location:  TBA 
RSVP: move4ART@gmail.com 

W a n t  t o  w r i t e  t h i s  w i n t e r ?  
  J o i n  u s .  

A l l  g e n r e s  a r e  w e l c o m e .  



7 Riverbank Place 

Mattapan, MA 02126-2212 

Phone:    857.333.3513 

Email:      move4ART@gmail.com 

Mattapan Cultural Arts Development (MCAD) is dedicated to making art happen in Matta-

pan, MA.  It was organized by African Repertory Troupe, Inc. in 2004 to explore the feasi-

bility of developing a cultural arts facility in Mattapan; and its first objective was to identify 

potential stakeholders in a LEED-certified, transit-oriented, mixed-use development here.  

MCAD hosted its first community meeting in April, 2005 at the Mildred Ave. Community 

Center, and began cultivating a network of artists and arts organizations invested in mak-

ing Mattapan a cultural arts destination.  Since 2004, then, MCAD has been building a 

coalition of artists and arts organizations invested in making Mattapan a cultural arts des-

tination. It is currently home to the Mattapan Arts Council  as well as the Mattapan Alli-

ance to Promote the Creative Economy (MAP the Creative Economy). 

     MCAD is committed to the following GOALS: 

   #1: creating and supporting sustainable community-based organizations dedicated to 

rebranding Mattapan as a cultural arts destination. 

   #2: creating the conditions that would induce creative industries to establish operations 

in Mattapan. 

   #3: providing space for live arts and creative expression to happen in Mattapan. 

   #4: bringing information and resources to enhance the growth and visibility of Mattapan

-based artists and arts organizations.  

Mattapan cultural 

arts development 

We’re always in need of  volunteers 

to assist, especially with event plan-

ning and coordination.  This month 

we need production assistants to 

facilitate #StreetPianoMattapan 

events. 

More volunteers will assure the 

launch of Mattapan Open Studios, 

more and better festivals, and other 

kinds of open streets and open-air  

community events. 

Interested?  Call 857.333.3513 or 

email artsmattapan@gmail.com. 

T RACK  U S  
ONLINE  

Making art happen in Mattapan 

 

 www.facebook.com/
Mattapan-Cultural-Arts-

Development-
1700235460220061/ 

 
 

https://twitter.com/
artsmattapan  

 
 

artsmattapan.tumblr.com/ 

 
 

move4art.blogspot.com/  
 

 
 https://

www.pinterest.com/
artsmattapan/  

 
 

https://
www.youtube.com/

channel/
UC2BSkXDZXVOc-

8k8_zUz9Mg 

An e-newsletter 
published monthly by 

In association with the 
Mattapan Arts Council 

and  
M.A.P. the Creative Economy 
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