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Core Values 

 Community resilience 
is predicated on the 
development of a 
healthy arts ecosys-
tem. 

 Participation in the 
arts offers value to 
the vast majority of 
human beings. 

 Creative expression 
can be deeply conse-
quential (even life-
changing) to the 
health of individuals 
and the community 
fabric.  

 A healthy arts ecosys-
tem reflects a wide 
variety of opportuni-
ties to participate in 
art and cultural prac-
tices reflecting the 
rich diversity of Mat-
tapan residents. 

Centering arts & culture in Mattapan

Fragments 

      Mattapan Cultural Arts Develop-

ment (MCAD) continues to cultivate 

a network of artists and arts organi-

zations invested in making art hap-

pen in Mattapan.  As our network 

grew, we began to identify the 

three distinct activity tracks illus-

trated here.   

     The result was recognizing that 

the network we’d been cultivating, 

had actually morphed into three—

the Mattapan Arts Council (M.A.C.), 

the Mattapan Alliance to Promote 

the Creative Economy (M.A.P. the 

Creative Economy), and Mattapan 

Cultural Arts Development (MCAD).  

     The Mattapan Arts Council 

(M.A.C.) is currently a community-

based association dedicated to pro-

moting arts and culture here, by 

promoting and (hopefully) funding 

local artists, awarding prizes, and 

organizing cultural events.  

     The Mattapan Alliance to Pro-

mote the Creative Economy 

(M.A.P. the Creative Economy) 

advocates for real estate develop-

ments that incorporate commer-

cial and cultural spaces attractive 

to creative industries; not to men-

tion housing designed artist live/

work studio space in mind. 

     Mattapan Cultural Arts Devel-

opment (MCAD), originally es-

tablished to develop a cultural arts 

center along the “Fairmount Cul-

tural Corridor” (in quotes, because 

it’s unclear if this is still ‘a thing’).  

We have site control over one 

parcel situated midway between 

the Mattapan T Station and the 

Blue Hill Ave. commuter rail sta-

tion slated to come online in the 

fall of 2018. 

Among other things, then, 

MCAD is currently working to 

conduct a feasibility study to 

assess the viability of developing 

a LEED-certified, transit-

oriented, mixed use cultural arts 

center in Mattapan. 

  Rationale 

   While the three activity streams 

illustrated here are common to 

each, we established three dis-

tinct organizational tracks, pri-

marily to clarify the flow of com-

munications. 

     Now, we can channel infor-

mation  related to developing 

cultural spaces, for example, to 

the architects and designers in 

our network, without inundating 

them with  extraneous material. 



      If  it remains “a 

creative placemak-

ing initiative that 

supports vibrant, 

livable neighbor-

hoods along 

the Fairmount Commuter Line,” why 

doesn’t Mattapan qualify?   

     Mattapan has the largest youth 

population of Boston neighbor-

hoods; and has seen a 34% increase 

its elderly population (see Boston 

Indicators Project, and Boston By 

the Numbers).   Nearly fifteen per-

cent of Mattapan households are 

classified as families with children.  

And on, and on. 

So anyway you slice it, there is a 

     An advance review 

of the cover article 

here generated push 

back—raising ques-

tions about whether 

the Fairmount Cultural 

Corridor is still ‘a thing,’ or not.    

From our perspective, at least, the 

question is not merely rhetorical. 

     We have to ask because, alt-

hough Mattapan now has access 

to the Fairmount-Indigo line at 

Morton St., and is slated to have 

another station at Blue Hill Ave., 

the Mattapan arts community is 

often left out of key conferences, 

meetings, and events having to do 

with something called the Fair-

mount Cultural Corridor. 

By Cassandra M. Cato-Louis  

      ArtsEmerson’s Play Reading 

Book Club (PRBC) - Mattapan 

launched on Sunday, October 

23, 2016.  

Amie Regal, a dynamic, Emer-

son grad student facilitated as 

participants from Hyde Park and 

Mattapan read Melinda Lopez’s 

new play, Mala.   

     This really set the stage (so to 

speak) for us to attend the artist 

talk and see the play the follow-

ing Friday night at the Para-

mount Center.     

     The playwright, David Dower, 

the director, and P. Carl, the 

dramaturg traded questions and 

answers with PRBC participants 

from Roxbury, Newton, and 

stage readings of plays within 

our season.” 

     Although the production 

was not at full value, (some of 

the stage directions, props and 

visuals were omitted), it was a 

riveting performance; especial-

ly with the benefit having the 

opportunity to pre-read  and 

discuss the script. 

      Akiba Abaka, ArtsEmerson’s 

PRBC Coordinator encouraged 

us to reconvene PRBC — Mat-

tapan next spring.  Look for the 

announcement in February's 

Poto Mitan, and join us.  

ArtsEmerson Comes to Mattapan 

Hyde Park/Mattapan during 

the pre-show reception and 

the post-production talk-

back.  

     The PRBC is a theatre 

literacy initiative that creates a 

space for audiences to deeply 

engage with theatre on both a 

textual and artistic level.  

Over a series of five weekly ses-

sions, participants gather at vari-

ous community partner sites to 

read, explore, interpret, see, and 

“Color is the 

keyboard. … 

The artist is 

the hand that 

plays, touching 

one key or 

another, to 

cause 

vibrations in 

the soul.” 

 

— Kandinsky  
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need in Mattapan for arts-

focused initiatives; especially 

those that call those who live, 

work, and play here to engage 

in creative approaches to 

building community and the 

quality of life in Mattapan. 

     Whether they identify them-

selves as artists or not, Mat-

tapan’s creatives merit consid-

eration—meaning, at mini-

mum ‘a seat at the table.’ 

Whenever talk turns to creat-

ing vibrant, livable neighbor-

hoods along the Fairmount-

Indigo commuter rail line, Mat-

tapan creatives want to be 

there. 

   Sierra Khan 



     LISC Boston has received sixty

-thousand dollars to support cre-

ative placemaking projects coor-

dinated through Mattapan Cul-

tural Arts Development (MCAD).  

      Our participation in the Street  

Pianos Festival 2016 and seed 

dollars for musiConnects ‘ 

“Errands’ Tour” were made possi-

ble, for example, through sup-

port from LISC Boston.   

     This month the Mattapan Cul-

tural Movement (MCM) of artists 

and arts organizations dedicated 

to creative placemaking in Mat-

tapan gathered to articulate our 

vision for  the year ahead. 

    Michael Rohd, executive direc-

tor of the Center for Perfor-

mance and Civic Practice  (CPCP) 

prompted discussion leading to 

one key question:  “what did you 

come together to do?”   

    Ultimately we decided to put 

together a call to action —

specifically, to pursue space to 

ground our operations in Matta-

pan. 

     In the process, he challenged 

us to distinguish between our 

studio practice (artists, working 

in isolation, producing works for 

presentation to audiences), our 

social practice (artist–led initia-

tives likely to have social impacts 

beyond  the usual artist/audience 

interactions), and civic practice 

(artists and publics co-design 

projects to fulfill a public partner’s 

pre-defined needs).  

    Join us at our 

upcoming Winter 

Convening to hear 

more. 

“I dream 

my 

painting, 

and then 

I paint 

my 

dream. “ 

 - van Gogh 
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action agenda 

Wednesday, 7 December 2016 
9 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. 

Location:  TBD 

RSVP:  MCM Winter Convening 
move4ART@gmail.com 

M a t t a p a n  C u l t u r a l  C a l e n d a r  
&  

M a t t a p a n  A r t S p a c e  

     A team of students from Boston 
College’s Carroll School of Manage-
ment are working to develop  a social 
media marketing strategy to help 
MCAD accelerate the growth and de-
velopment of the Mattapan Cultural 
Movement.   

     We’ve invited the students to 
our Winter Convening on Decem-
ber  7th, followed by a tour of 
Mattapan.  They’re interested in 
meeting our network partners to 
get a better sense of how they 
can best assist our efforts. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/publish?crumb=ad6a145015e164&eid=29655863486
mailto:move4art@gmail.com


7 Riverbank Place 

Mattapan, MA 02126-2212 

Phone:    857.333.3513 

Email:      move4ART@gmail.com 

Mattapan Cultural Arts Development (MCAD) is dedicated to making art happen in Matta-

pan, MA.  It was organized by African Repertory Troupe, Inc. in 2004 to explore the feasi-

bility of developing a cultural arts facility in Mattapan; and its first objective was to identify 

potential stakeholders in a LEED-certified, transit-oriented, mixed-use development here.  

MCAD hosted its first community meeting in April, 2005 at the Mildred Ave. Community 

Center, and began cultivating a network of artists and arts organizations invested in mak-

ing Mattapan a cultural arts destination.  Since then, MCAD has been building a coalition 

of artists and arts organizations invested in making Mattapan a cultural arts destination. It 

is currently home to the Mattapan Arts Council as well as the Mattapan Alliance to Pro-

mote the Creative Economy (MAP the Creative Economy). 

     MCAD is committed to the following GOALS: 

   #1: creating and supporting sustainable community-based organizations dedicated to 

rebranding Mattapan as a cultural arts destination. 

   #2: creating the conditions that would induce creative industries to establish operations 

in Mattapan. 

   #3: providing space for live arts and creative expression to happen in Mattapan. 

   #4: bringing information and resources to enhance the growth and visibility of Mattapan

-based artists and arts organizations.  

Mattapan cultural 

arts development 

We’re always in need of  volunteers 

to assist, especially with event plan-

ning and coordination.  This winter 

we need production and social me-

dia assistants to facilitate the next 

hack·a·thon | #InNotOfMattapan 

and other Mattapan Cultural Calen-

dar events. 

More volunteers will assure success 

of Fete Toussaint (May 2017), the 

launch of our River Street Festival 

(summer 2017), and other open 

streets and open-air  community 

events. 

T RACK  U S  
ONLINE  

Making art happen in Mattapan 

 

 www.facebook.com/
Mattapan-Cultural-Arts-

Development-
1700235460220061/ 

 
 

https://twitter.com/
artsmattapan  

 
 

artsmattapan.tumblr.com/ 

 
 

move4art.blogspot.com/  
 

 
 https://

www.pinterest.com/
artsmattapan/  

 
 

https://
www.youtube.com/

channel/
UC2BSkXDZXVOc-

8k8_zUz9Mg 

An e-newsletter 
published monthly by 

In association with the 
Mattapan Arts Council 

and  
M.A.P. the Creative Economy 
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